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Grant drag racer still
loves her high heels
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ithe NHRA, but there aren’t that
many drag-racing women out
there.

“I’'m probably in- the top 5
women in my class,” she said.
“The difference between me and
| other women who race is most of

an all-woman team. I work on the
car myself; I drive the car myself.
| We promote ourselves.”
| Her team includes Debbie Den-
| ny of Jacksonville, Fla. They both
f work on the marketing.
Part of that promotion is her
web site, www.horsepowerand-
heels.com. The logo is a pair of
f high heels surrounded by a circle
and topped by a pair of pink
wings.

| FEMININITY AND motor oil
aren’t mutually exclusive, she
| said.

“I build my own engines now. I
can do my own maintenance.
Some of the things I out-source
now just because of time, but I
know how to work on my car,”
she said.

She’s had to work at not being
| defensive about her choice of
i career.

“It’s kind of a double-edged

sword. People look at you more,

and you get more “attention
because you're one of the few
girls out there, but they also can
be very critical as well. You
always feel like you have some-
thing to prove,” she said. “[ start-
ed thinking that I had to be one of
the boys to play with the boys. I
got to the point where I was like,
‘You know what? Who says I
can't still be a girl and still be out
there racing my heart out?"
- From that experience came her
| trademark motto “Who says
horsepower and heels don’t
mix?”
That and other sayings are fea-
tured in a line of clothing that will
be for sale on the web site.

| ANOTHER ASPECT of pro-

| motion ,is her Internet-based

video show of the same name.
“Debbie and I encounter so

many funny things, being 2 girls
on the road with a truck and trail-
er going to these races by our-
selves,” she said. “We wanted a
way to tell those stories, and it
helps us to market ourselves, as
well. ;

“We tow a large trailer. I've
pulled into truck stops, and the
truck drivers are kind of amazed
that 2 girls will jump out of this
truck. They will ask, ‘What have
you got in there, sweetie?’ I tell
them I've got a race car in there,
and it goes zero to 207 miles an
hour in 6 seconds. They’re just in
awe.”

Ms. Ortiz carries a small video
camera everywhere. When she’s |,
working an event, someone else
will shoot video for her.
PNN.com uses short video clips
to put together the video show.

THE RACES are held on

‘weekends, so she’s able to work

her full-time job in advertising,
but all of her vacation days are
used traveling to and from those
weekend races or getting the car
ready to hit the track.

She took off this season to con-
vert her car from an older-model
Thunderbird body to a 2007 Mus-
tang body and upgrade the
engine.

“I've always loved Mustangs.
That’s what I drive daily, so I'm
glad to be back in a Mustang this
year,” she said. “We should be
faster and a lot better-looking this
year,”

She moved to Grant to be near
her boyfriend, who works for the
professional racing outfit Gotham
City Racing. He had moved to
Grant a couple of years ago.
Gotham City races in the NHRA
series.

People can catch up with Ms.
Ortiz’s career by visiting her web
site,www.horsepowerandheels.com,
or by watching the Internet video
of the same name that was sched-
uled to begin airing in September
on PNN.com, the Personal News
Network. It can be found at:
http://horsepowerandheels.pnn.com/
2321-the-show. \
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